
CRESCENTROTARYNEWS 
“Celebrating 50 Years of Service Above Self”            OCTOBER 2015 

MONDAY MEETINGS  

10/12 Justice Bob Edmunds,                  
      NC Supreme Court 

10/14 Board of Directors—4:00        
     Carolina Bank Annex 

10/19 Project Lifesaver, Guilford 
  County Sheriff 

10/26 Ethan Albright—Life Upside 
  Down in the NFL 

 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS:         

September Attendance :             

85 Members                            

68.53%  

Project Rebuild Info                              

A program designed to assist  low 

income home owners with critical 

home repair needs.  We will be 

working with Greensboro Rotary 

Club to construct an access ramp 

for Mr & Mrs Roland.  The project 

will take place from 8:30 am—4:00 

pm on Oct 9-10, and Oct 16-17.  You 

can sign up for 1-4 days. No exp. Is 

necessary and lunch & refresh-

ments will be provided.  Address is 

3914 River Ridge Rd, Browns Sum-

mit.  Contact Charlie Witzke at 

cwitzke@ecoflo.com or 336-314-

5691 

Thirsty Third 

Thurs-

day! 

Join us every 
3rd Thurs-
day of the 
month.  Our 
next informal meeting 
will be October 15th from 
5:30-7:00 at Southern 
Lights Bistro This is a 
great time to   ENJOY  fel-

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

At the time I wrote this, it had been raining for the better part of two weeks, with plenty more 

predicted over the next several days, thanks to Hurricane Joaquin.  With that in mind, we can all 

be forgiven if we are feeling a little blue as we enter the fall season.  But we know the sun will 

eventually return, and with all of the great things going on at Crescent Rotary, the future is look-

ing bright!  

October is a happening month for our club, with plenty of opportunities for fun, fellowship, and 

service.  On the immediate horizon is the 9th Annual Ray Taylor District Golf Tournament in 

Troy on October 1st, followed by Project Rebuild on October 9th, 10th, 16th, and 17th, and the Ki-

wanis vs. Rotary Challenge in Greensboro on October 15th.  The Third Thirsty Thursday also 

falls on October 15th, so golfers plan to come out to Southern Lights and celebrate your victory 

with other club members that evening.  Our programs for the month include a chef, a NC Chief 

Justice, a sheriff, and a retired NFL football player from the former and future world champion 

Washington Redskins to wrap up the month. It can’t get any better than that! 

 

Rotary International has designated October 23rd World Polio Day.  Here’s some great news---

Last month, Nigeria was removed from the list of countries where the polio virus exists.  Now 

only Afghanistan and Pakistan remain, with just 41 documented cases in 2015.   Thanks in no 

small part to the many donations and the tireless efforts of Rotarians, we are extremely close to 

wiping this terrible disease off the face of the earth.  But more assistance is needed to put us over 

the top.  Our Club Polio-Plus Chairman, Barry Utesch, will soon be updating us on how we can 

help finish the job.  Meanwhile, please go to the following website for more information: http://

www.endpolio.org/worldpolioday  

 

My very favorite song from my early childhood was ‘Raindrops Keep Falling on My Head’, by BJ 

Thomas, which he sang for the movie Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid.  One of the key lines 

from the song is, “The blues they send to meet me won’t defeat me…It won’t be long till happi-

ness steps up to greet me.”  So remember this if you are feeling a little down with all the rain 

we’ve been experiencing.  There are lots of uplifting things happening at Crescent---rain or shine.  

Let’s continue to share our story, and invite folks to come see what we are about---meeting peo-

ple, helping people, and having fun.  

 

Rich 

 

 



           OCTOBER  2015 OUR MEMBERS 

                     BIRTHDAYS     

 Howard Clark—10/1             
Sam Hummel—10/4                  
Joey Slepp—10/4                  
Mike Cooke—10/5                           
Victor Archibong—10/11    
Mitzi Ellis—10/20                     
Randy Doss—10/20                  
Justin Smith—10/28              
Howell Deberry—10/28      

                                     

         WEDDINGS               
Cliff Thompson—10/11, 12 yrs               

Joey Slepp—10/16, 3 yrs           

Troy Thee—10/26                        

Michael Carter—10/27, 14 yrs     

 CLUBDATES 

Jennifer Parker—10/6, 1 yr           

Corinne Auman—10/6, 1 yr            

Heather Witt—10/6, 7 yrs                               

Benny Pember—10/8, 31 yrs  

John Fisher—10/10, 32 yrs           

Patrick Forbis—10/18, 8 yrs        

Carl Seager—10/20 18 yrs           

Howell Deberry—10/22, 36 yrs    

Jay Harris—10/26, 17 yrs    

Congratulations to 

High Scorer—Chip 

Cromartie!!!!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calling All Rotarians  

Which Crescent Rotarian 

would you like to see do a 

program (hear their story, 

share more about their busi-

ness or industry, etc..)? Send 

your best idea to Lisa 

haztwo@mac.com 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

10/6 Paul Harris Society Dinner 

10/9 Project Rebuild—8:30 am   

 3914 River Ridge Rd, Browns 

 Summit 

10/10 Project Rebuild— Same       

 location and time 

10/16 Project Rebuild—Same        

 location and time 

10/17 Project Rebuild— Same        

 location and time 

10/14 SynerG on Tap at Gis—5:30      

10/15 Kiwanis vs. Rotary Challenge 

 Golf Tournament 

10/15 Third Thirsty Thursday—5:30 

11/11 Foundation Banquet 

 

 

 

 



           OCTOBER  2015 CRESCENT FAMILY 

Check out your fellow Crescent Rotarians at Facebook.com/CrescentRotaryClub  

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBER PROFILE 

Howard Clark 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Howard Clark was born and raised in Greensboro, and has spent most of his life here.  On October 1st, he celebrated his 91st birthday! 
 
Howard’s father operated a dairy farm on the south side of Greensboro.  The farm was later sold and developed as an industrial park on 
Randleman Road. 
 
Howard finished high school in 1943 and went directly into the Navy where he served on a submarine in the Pacific theater during World 
War II.  The submarine saw active duty and was on 6 war patrols, successfully sinking the target on 4 of those.  They were operating out 
of Australia, and of the 185 men that served on the submarine, only 3 are still living. Howard attended annual reunions with his fellow 
submariners from 1972 until 2007. He still stays in touch with the other 2 veterans. 
 
When Howard returned to Greensboro after the war, he planned to attend college on the GI bill, but was offered an opportunity to man-
age a Hertz car rental agency, with an option to obtain an ownership interest if he did well.  Howard was successful and over time, he 
bought and operated Hertz car and truck rental franchises in Greensboro, High Point, Winston-Salem and Fayetteville.  He sold his truck 
operations in 1984 and the car operations in 1986 to the Hertz Corporation, which wanted to take over the franchises. 
 
Howard married Joan when he was in his mid-fifties, and they enjoyed 25 years of marriage before she passed away of a rare skin disor-
der.  While they were married, they enjoyed many golfing trips together with 8 other couples.  For many years, they spent the month of 
February in Tucson, Arizona with their golfing pals and were known as the “almost good golfers”.   
 
Howard has been a member of Crescent Rotary for over 50 years, and during that time, he has been one of the most generous supporters 
at fund raising events. He has bought countless items at prices that were many multiples of the actual value.  He has participated in many 
roles and continues to help with serving meals at Urban Ministry.  He maintains a great sense of humor and almost always has a sparkle 
in his eye.  He is the epitome of “Service above Self”. 
 
 
******************************************************************************************************************************************************************** 

 

                                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



           OCTOBER  2015 CRESCENT SERVES 

Check out your fellow Crescent Rotarians at Facebook.com/CrescentRotaryClub  

********************************************************************************************************************* 

 

 

 

 

 

New Rotaract Club at UNC Sponsored by Chapel Hill Rotary Club  
 
The Rotary Club of Chapel Hill hosted students Sarah Spiker and Jorge Vallencillo to present on the initia-
tion of a UNC Chapel Hill Rotaract Club, which the Rotary Club of Chapel Hill is co-sponsoring with the 
help of the Sunrise club.  Sarah has past experience as a member of an Interact club and Jorge has experi-
ence with a separate Rotaract club at a previous school.  Students at UNC are in the process of applying to 
Rotary International  to register the club with the help and guidance of Rotarians such as Gary Barnes, 
David Stuckey, Bill Culclough, and Lynn Blanchard.  The new Rotaract Club at UNC is sponsored by 
Chapel Hill Rotary Club                                          
 
Rotaract is a program for young adults age 18-30 to participate in Rotary through community service and 
leadership activities.  Rotaract clubs must have a sponsoring Rotary club to work with, though they are 
managed independently by their members.   Students are required to meet formally at least twice a month, 
elect officers, and organize service activities.  You can read more about the international program, and we 
will be sharing updates regularly on the partnership                                   



           OCTOBER  2015 CRESCENT FAMILY 

Check out your fellow Crescent Rotarians at Facebook.com/CrescentRotaryClub  

 

Board Meeting Agenda & Minutes  - September 9, 2015 

4:00—Meeting called to order 

Secretary’s Report—Read and approved  

New Members:    Mike Cooke, George Platt and Allison Gore need to be installed. Greg is shepherding new members through the orientation process. Brian asked that we make sure that we 
stay on top of new member talks. Barney suggested that after the new members are installed we have them remain by the podium and have all members in attendance proceed to the front to 
shake their hands - general agreement that this is a good idea. 

Treasurer’s Report:      A/R is lowest it has been in a long time.  P&L was reviewed. Income is behind budget, but that’s largely due to memberships we’ve lost (equivalent of 2 memberships) so 
we should begin to make that up as we gain new members. Expenses are also lower than budgeted due to new food contract with the caterer.   Discussion of whether or not the taxes have been 
filed. Jon to check Guidestar.org to see when the taxes were last filed.     Discussed low balance in checking account – Board just wants to make sure there aren’t any underlying issues, but the 
consensus was that we have dues invoices going out shortly and the balance should go up.   Discussed splitting our one reserves CD into multiple laddered CDs, and perhaps putting some in a 
money market account so it is liquid and accessible in case there’s a critical short term need. 

Business Items  –   Membership Update – Greg Brown will be sending an email to club to promote next week’s speaker and encourage guests to be invited.  Is going to contact Board members 
to ask them to check in with members to see how they’re doing and see if there’s anything we need to do for them.  Orientation session for new members is set for 11:45 on Sep 14 (before 
member meeting). Asked those Board members who are available to attend.  Installation of new members will be at the Sep 14 meeting.   

Fundraiser (Shrimp Boil) – Heather Bowers Cross  Blandwood has been booked for April 8, 2016  Pepper Moon catering will be providing the food.  Cliff is working on getting 3 or 4 local 
breweries to donate beer. So far he has Gibbs, Pryor and Pig Pounder on board.  15-20 members have been recruited to sell sponsorships. Goal is to raise $20,000 in sponsorships.  Tickets 
will be $50/person.  Justin is working on a website exclusively for the event.  Meeting for those selling sponsorships was set for 9/23/15, 4:30 at Gibbs Brewery.  Mark Witte is helping with 
the sponsor committee.  Brian asked that we consider the timing of when we ask for our regular $300 commitment. Since members’ ticket buys will not be part of the $300 we might want to 
give them the opportunity to contribute the rest before the end of the year so they can do it with this year’s dollars.   

Purple Heart Homes – Brian Sowers  3 projects approved.  There’s been a fourth requested in Mt. Airy.  Officially got our charter two weeks ago  New president of HAECO is on the board and 
has said that we are his company’s primary community service focus. The will be paying employees for the time they work on PHH projects. He is also going to recruit major corporations for 
golf fundraiser and has set some very high goals. Patrick Eakes is new treasurer 

Service Projects – Charlie Witzke  Six projects lined up for the coming months.  Big sweep is this Saturday (9/12).  Project Rebuild is scheduled for Oct 9/10, Oct 16/17. We are teaming up 
with the Greensboro Club. Gene Brown of Community Housing Solutions will be at our 9/28 meeting to give the members a five minute overview of the project.  Salvation Army’s support of 
Project to End Homelessness – we will be asking members to bring household essentials to the Nov 9 meeting. Salvation Army will be there to collect them and deliver to clients who have 
been moved into apartments and need supplies. We will provide a list of suggested items to the members. 

Gold Club Update – Abby Donnelly (written report provided to Rich)  We will record the number of members who attend bowling event and Third Thirsty Thursday event in an effort to meet 
participation requirement. 

Golf tournament – we need at least one member to play. We’re good, especially since there isn’t a requirement to play well 

Triple Crown Update – Chip Cromartie  Chip has gotten clarification on what’s needed to meet benefactor requirement and is beginning to lay the ground work on how best to approach mem-
bers about meeting the benefactor commitment. There was discussion among the group on how best to approach this and Chip agreed to come back to the group with a plan. 
 

Other Business – Rich Spiker   We’ve updated home page of website with new narrative.  He reminded the board about Ras Fenger’s Chips for Children fundraiser.  He reminded the board 
about the District golf tournament in Troy.   He emphasized that Oct 1 is the deadline for submissions of recipes for the District cookbook fundraiser. He urged everyone to submit recipes and 
said that he’d like to see 10 recipes from Crescent members.    Pig Stock – They are asking for $500 to help cover expenses. After a brief discussion there was a motion by Brian to approve the 
$500, a second from Chip and unanimous approval. 

Jon’s hand cramped at this point and the meeting was thankfully 

Adjourned at 5:10 pm 

  *************************************************************************************************************************  

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS—2015-2016                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

District 

    Governor—Larry Lassiter          Assistant Governor—Claudia Cannady          Foundation Advocate—Dupont Kirven Membership Advocate—Allen Rembert 

   

Crescemt 

President—Rich Spiker       President-Elect—Abby Donnelly     Vice President—Brian Sowers      Secretary—Jon Lowder       Treasurer—Eric Fitzgerald       Sergeant at Arms— Cliff Thompson 

Board Members—Barney Barnhardt (2 yr  term),  Justin Smith (2 yrs),  Tommy Webb (2 yrs), Chip Cromartie (1 yr remaining), Lisa Hazlett (1 yr),  Doug Stone (1 yr)          

             Committee Chairs                    

Crescent Foundation—Patrick Eakes                     Club Service—Charlie Witzke                     District Conf. Coordinator—Abby Donnelly                    
Family of Fun Directors—Mitzi Ellis & Ashby Cook                    Football Pool—Mark Witte                                                      Fundraising—Heather Cross & Justin Smith                                   
Health & Happiness—Barbara MacKay Vinson                                         International Service—Wilson Sheldon & Bob Pitts           Membership/Classifications  - Greg Brown                      
Member On-Boarding/Develop—Brian Sowers                                         Roster/Member Contact Info—Fred Binder                  Photographer—Lloyd Bostian                                                       
Polio Plus Chair—Barry Utesch                                           Prayer & Pledge—Charlie Finch                                       Programs—Lisa Hazlett                                                              
Public Image/Newsletter—Doug Stone & Jennifer  Parker                     Rotary Foundation—Tommy Webb & Dupont Kirven        Vocational Service—Alec Pratto                                         
Website/Social Media—Lisa Hazlett                                          Youth Services - Heather Cross  



 RotaryNewsSites            OCTOBER  2015 

Join Rotary International on Facebook , Twitter , LinkedIn , and YouTube . Here you can find 
videos, news, discussions, and thousands of other people from around the world interested in 
Rotary.  

Go to those Internet pages and search for Rotary International for all the information. 

Social networking sites aren't just for teens and people in their 20s. The greatest growth in Facebook 
comes from people ages 35-49. And from December 2007 to December 2008, Facebook experi-
enced more growth in visitors ages 50-64 than those under age 18, according to a new Nielsen 
report called " Global Faces and Networked Places ."  

Check out the following link and join our Facebook page now! http://www.facebook.com/pages/
Rotary-International/7268844551 

End Polio Now is a quarterly newsletter about polio eradication. The newsletter includes both the 
latest statistics and inspiring stories. Subscribe . 

Every Rotarian, Every Year offers Annual Programs Fund updates, articles on how Rotarians 
are meeting their clubs’ goals, and stories about how Annual Programs Fund contributions enhance 
people’s lives. Sign up, see past issues . 

The monthly Future Vision Pilot News connects you to new online Future Vision resources and 
information and reminds you of upcoming Future Vision pilot deadlines. Everyone is welcome to 
subscribe. Sign up . 

Interactive helps you experience through photos and videos the fellowship of Rotarians and 
young adults involved in programs such as Rotaract , Interact , and Ambassadorial Scholarships . 
This e-newsletter is produced 11 times a year. Read past issues and sign up. 

The bi-monthly International Service Update   e-newsletter provides current information 
about World Community Service, Rotary Volunteers, and Rotary Community Corps, as well as 
disaster relief and recovery. Visit Service and Fellowship for details about these programs. Sign up 
for the e-newsletter. Download an International Service Update e-newsletter. 

The Membership Minute is a short e-mail newsletter that provides membership development 
ideas, resources, and tools. Sign up and see past issues . 

The New Generations monthly e-newsletter provides news and developments regarding Ro-
tary's youth and young adult programs: Interact, Rotaract, and RYLA. To sign up , enter your e-mail 
address, then select one of the New Generations options from the list. Please note that there are 
three separate contact lists for this newsletter ( Interact , Rotaract , and RYLA ) but all will receive the 
same publication. 

The Peace Net newsletter is a forum for the Rotary Centers community. Sign up . 

The biweekly PR Tips offers innovative ideas for clubs and districts to promote Rotary in their 
communities. Sign up and see past issues . 

Reconnections is the source for news about Rotary Foundation alumni. Sign up . 

The RI Community Service e-newsletter is published every two months and includes the latest 
service news and resources for Rotarians. Sign up . 

The RI Vocational Service e-newsletter provides Rotarians with Vocational Service news and 
resources every two months. Sign up . 

Rotary: Navigating the Global Network is intended for civic and humanitarian organiza-
tions around the world. Articles highlight Rotary’s local and international work. Sign up . 

Rotary Training Talk keeps Rotarians informed about the latest news in RI training, including 
RI mailings, RI Board decisions that affect training, and training tips. Sign up and see past issues. 

Rotary World is an eight-page, full-color newspaper published for Rotary club, district, and 
international leaders. Download and read more about Rotary World . 

The Rotary Youth Exchange Newsletter is distributed monthly and contains information 
and updates on current Youth Exchange events and resources. It’s intended for all Youth Exchange 
officers and interested Rotarians. Subscribe by sending a message to youthexchange@rotary.org . 

Visions provides information about the benefits of charitable estate and financial planning. (Note: 
Visions is intended for a U.S. audience.) Sign up and see past issues . 

Weekly Update provides the latest Rotary news. It can be used for club and district news-
letters and Web sites. Sign up . 

CRESCENT ROTARY                                           
www.crescentrotary.org                                         

CLUB LOCATOR                                                               
www.rotary.org/support/clubs/index.html                 

INTERNET MAKEUP                                                          
www.rotaryeclubone.org                                                   

DISCUSSION GROUPS                                        
www.forums.rotary.org/                                                                          

ROTARY NEWS                                                                  
www.rotary.org/newsroom/index.html                   

THE PIEDMONT ROTARIAN                                                           
www.rotary7690.org/7690-The-Piedmont-
Rotarian-Index.shtm                  

THE DISTRICT DIRECTORY                                                              
www.rotary7690.org/7690-District-
Directory.shtm                

Password help contact Phil Morris                                               
PhilMorris@Rotary7690.org                                                      

NEW MEMBER APPLICATION                                                   
www.crescentrotary.org/upload/
CrescentRotaryInformation/
CrescentRotaryClubApplication2006.pdf 

For a detailed brochure click on the link:        

MEETING   MAKE    UPS 

MONDAY                                                                                                     
12:00pm  Furnitureland – String & Splinter Club                                        
*12:30pm  Crescent – GSO Regional Realtors  Assoc.  

TUESDAY                                                                                                       
*7:00am  Airport Rotary – Cardinal Country Club                                                
12:00pm  Triad – String & Splinter Club, High Point                                            
12:15pm  Alamance – Ramada Inn, Burlington                                                
12:15pm  Lexington – YMCA                                                                         
12:15pm  Eden – Meadow Greens Country Club                                             
*12:30pm  Guilford – Starmount Country Club                                                   
12:30pm  Winston-Salem – Benton Convention Center                                 
6:00pm  Jamestown – Jamestown United Methodist                                              
*6:30pm  So. Guilford New Generation – Taste of Thai 

WEDNESDAY                                                                                                
*7:30am  East Greensboro – Bennett College                                                     
12:00pm  Kernersville – Dudley Products                                                           
12:00pm  Randolph (Asheboro) – AVS Banquet Center                                  
12:05pm  Thomasville – Women’s Club                                                            
*12:30pm  Greensboro – Coliseum Atrium Room 

THURSDAY                                                                                                      
*7:00am  Gate City – O. Henry Hotel                                                                   
12:00pm  High Point – High Point Country Club                                                 
12:30pm  Winston-Salem Stratford – Forsyth CC                                                     
6:30pm  Liberty – Reitzel Center 

FRIDAY                                                                                                                    
7:15am  Oak Hollow – Tex & Shirley’s (HP)                                                    
12:00pm  Asheboro – AVS Banquet Center                                                         
*12:30pm  Summit – Starmount Country Club                                                      
12:30pm  WS - Reynolda Club – Winston Room - 
Coliseum 

* RECIPROCITY ON MEALS 

Rotary Four-Way Test  "Of  the things we think, say or do:                                                                                                               

1. Is it the truth? 2. Is it fair to all concerned?  3. Will it build goodwill and better friendships?    4. Will it be beneficial to all concerned? 

 


