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Jon Lowder 

Nothing Wrong With PG-13 

I have a confession: I curse on a regular basis. You could even say I curse a lot, especially when I’m working on home 

improvement projects. Give me a broken door to fix and six hours later you’ll have a fixed door, a pool of sweat and, if you 

record me, a concert album that would have made Richard Pryor blush. 

Why am I making this confession? Because I want you to know that what I’m about to ask of you is something I have to 

remind myself to do on a regular basis. Here goes. 

Over the last six months of leading this club I’ve had the privilege to join you in welcoming many guests to our meetings and 

other events. I’ve also had the unique vantage point of looking out at the room from the front and watching our members and 

guests as our business is done at the podium and our guest speakers deliver their message. I also have the privilege of 

receiving lots of feedback from many of you, some of it positive and some of it voicing concerns. No surprise there, but 

when I detect a pattern of feedback I feel it’s my obligation to address it. 

One such concern is that sometimes we dance a little too close with line between good-natured fun and propriety. We should 

rightfully be proud that our club has a reputation for having fun, but we should take note when, in the course of having fun, 

we make some of our members and guests uncomfortable. I literally sometimes see the discomfort on people’s faces during a 

meeting. I’ll be the first to admit that I’ve likely contributed to that discomfort, even if unwittingly, and so I want to make 

sure we do everything we can to make our members and guests comfortable even while we continue to have a good time. 

Some examples of what I mean. We’ve all had fun during the holiday season making a double entendre about the Running of 

the Balls. To some that’s just funny, but to others it’s uncomfortable, and that’s just one example. I’ve been asked by 

multiple people why we always seem to have to have jokes or allusions to male anatomy? Guess what? They aren’t wrong to 

ask the question, and long experience in running membership organizations has taught me that if a few people are brave 

enough to speak up then you likely have many more who feel the same way but don’t feel comfortable saying something. 

Here’s another point: we often have children at our meetings, sometimes our own, and I don’t think any of us want to make 

them, or the person who brought them as a guest, uncomfortable with what to some of us seems like just a little fun, but to 

others is crossing the line. 

We also need to pay attention to the adjectives and pronouns we use when talking about people. We’re all professionals and I 

think we expect to be treated as such, which is why it just isn’t good form to use pronouns that could be taken as 

unprofessional. I’ve heard women referred to as “cute” and “sassy” and I’ve heard some of our young members and guests 

referred to as “a smart kid” or “nice boy.” None of those are negative terms, and many of us probably wouldn’t pay any 

attention if we were referred to that way. That’s not the point: many people DO take offense to being referred to that way, 

and since our goal is to be welcoming to our guests and fellow members, we need to keep them in mind. 

Believe me, I know I sound like a stick in the mud. Please know, though, that every Monday as I’m standing at the podium 

I’m concentrating as hard as I can so I don’t drop an f-bomb in the middle of the announcements in an effort to avoid 

offending you and our guests. I figure if I can do that then we can all do our part to keep our meetings fun, but professional. 

Think PG-13, not NC-17.   
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Upcoming 
Programs

2/5         Ferris Bueller's Day Off 

2/9         District 7690 Training Day 

2/9         Board Meeting 

2/12       Tim Beeman - Such n Such Media 

2/19       Jody Cauthen - CTG 

2/22       Pre PETS 

2/15       Third Thirsty Thursday-Southern Lights 

2/26       Marlene Sanford - TREBIC 

3/5         New Member-Palooza! 

3/12       Elon University Students 

Birthdays

Member Anniversaries

Membership stats 
81 members / 70% attend

People of Action
Rotary is where neighbors, friends, and problem-solvers share ideas, join leaders, and take action to create lasting change.

4 years              Charlie Witzke 

10 years            Rich Spiker 

20 years            Patrick Eakes 

28 years            Bob Pitts 

28 years            Mark Whitehouse 

30 years            Greg Brown 

37 years            Frank Biggerstaff 

2/2         Dan O'Shea 

2/6         Max Seifert 

2/7         Sharon Schlachter 

2/9         Jennifer Parker 

2/14       Heather Bowers Cross 

2/18       Frank Biggerstaff 

2/20       Karen Pollard 

2/28       Daniel Hood

Service Above Self
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CURE CERVICAL 
CANCER

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS—2017-2018

Karen Pollard is working with a group of 7 
other people to raise money to fund the 
start up of a sustainable cervical cancer 
treatment center in Tanzania, where the 

number 1 killer of women is cervical 
cancer.  They have partnered with the 

organization “Cure Cervical Cancer” for 
this project.  At the end of July, they will 
travel to Tanzania and visit one of their 
clinics.  While there, they will also climb 

Mt. Kilimanjaro and go on a safari. 

TCS Lunch-N-Learn

Barry Utesch's company TCS is 
offering a Lunch-N-Learn on 

Backup & Disaster Recovery. 



W H I T  W I L K E R S O N

Welcome to our new member Whit 
Wilkerson, owner of Wilkerson Insurance 
Group Inc in Summerfield. 

WELCOME: NEW MEMBERS

C H R I S  G E N H E I M E R

It's tax season! The perfect time for Tax 
and Estate Planning Attorney Chris 
Genheimer with Carruthers & Roth, 
P.A. to join Crescent. 

G A R E T  B E A N E K A R E N  P O L L A R D

Garet Beane with American Heart 
Association - Triad transferred to the 
Crescent Club all the way from High 
Point. Whew! What a commute. We're 
glad he's here! 

Welcome to our new member Dr. Karen 
Pollard owner of Brain Wellness, 
International. 



Third Annual Boil & Bru

SAVE THE DATE 

THIRD ANNUAL CRESCENT ROTARY CLUB 

BOIL & BRU 

FRIDAY, APRIL 20TH 

CADILLAC GARAGE 

DOWNTOWN GREENSBORO



Welcome Back Mitzi Ellis
Welcome back Mitzi Ellis! Mitzi is a 
Past President of Crescent Rotary 
Club and PDG for Rotary District 
7690. In her spare time she is the 

Director of Development for JDRF 
Triad.



RI

The Crescent Community
www.crescentrotary.org 



MONDAY 

12:00pm Furnitureland – String & Splinter Club 

*12:30pm Crescent – GSO Regional Realtors 

Assoc. 

TUESDAY 

*7:00am Airport Rotary – Cardinal Country Club 

12:00pm Triad – String & Splinter Club, High Point 

12:15pm Alamance – Ramada Inn, Burlington 

12:15pm Lexington – YMCA 

12:15pm Eden – Meadow Greens Country Club 

*12:30pm Guilford – Weir-Jordan House 

12:30pm Winston-Salem – Benton Convention 

Center 

6:00pm Jamestown – Jamestown United 

Methodist 

*6:30pm So. Guilford New Generation – Taste of 

Thai 

WEDNESDAY 

*7:30am East Greensboro – Bennett College 

12:00pm Kernersville – Dudley Products 

12:00pm Randolph (Asheboro) – AVS Banquet 

Center 

12:05pm Thomasville – Women’s Club 

*12:30pm Greensboro – Coliseum Atrium Room 

THURSDAY 

*7:00am Gate City – O. Henry Hotel 

12:00pm High Point – High Point Country Club 

12:30pm Winston-Salem Stratford – Forsyth CC 

6:30pm Liberty – Reitzel Center 

FRIDAY 

12:00pm Asheboro – AVS Banquet Center 

*12:30pm Summit – Starmount Country Club 

12:30pm WS - Reynolda Club – Winston Room - 

Coliseum 

* RECIPROCITY ON MEALS 

Rotary 

Make Ups

Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR to all 

concerned? 

Will it build GOODWILL 

and BETTER 

FRIENDSHIPS? 

Will it be BENEFICIAL to 

all concerned? 

Four Way Test

Stay Informed 
Additional Members Attending:  Whit Wilkerson 

Called to Order at 11:35 am on January 12, 2018 

Secretary’s Report – Mark Witte 
12/15/2017 Crescent Rotary Club (“Club”) Board Minutes – Approved, via email due to 
a. Lack of quorum 
b. New Members – none 
c. Resignations – none 
d. Members Requiring Follow-up – none 
e. Rule of 85 – None 
f. Leave of Absence – Rich Spiker, return from LOA 
g. New Member Transfer - None 

Treasurer’s Report – Jon Lowder 
a. Jon presented the Accounts Receivable aging noting that there was 
$2,057 over 90 days outstanding.  Charlie is planning to follow-up on several of these 
balances to determine if there are any collectability issues. 
b. Nov 2107 Financial Statements – Year-To-Date income is $5,201which is ($548) 
variance to budget, due to a higher than expected meal cost 
c. Nov 30 2017 Balance Sheet showed total assets of $63,162.68, and total liabilities of 
$500 
d. The Board approved the Treasurer’s report via email, due to lack of quorum present 
  
Business Items – 
Membership – 
a. Club is +3 in membership, which is the strongest net growth of any Greensboro area 
Rotary Club 
Public Relations – 
a. Lisa will train Janice with the new newsletter system, to improve efficiency of 
publication... eventually. 
Service – 
a. Successful Potter’s House project on 1/8 
b. Upcoming service project at 2nd Harvest Food Bank. Jon will finalize details 
 c. Meals of Hope scheduled for 3/3 
Foundation – 
a. none 
Administration 
a. Club is currently on track for Gold Club status. All data is current, and has been sent 
to District 
Other Business 
Strategic plan 
a. Abby Donnelly to oversee, with the Board recommending to the Strategic Planning 
Committee that they adopt a goal of a +50% “diverse” club membership 
b. PETS, 3/15, Grants Management 2/17 & 2/22 
Cliff (pres-elect) and Lisa (upcoming pres-elect) to attend 
c. 4 Way Speech Contest 
2/14 deadline, Mark to communicate with Weaver Academy 
d. Summit Rotary, 2018 Holiday Dinner Party 
Summit was looking for indication of interest, on a multi-club Holiday Party at end of 
2018. Board showed interest. 

Meeting Adjourned at 12:25 am.  Next Meeting – 2/9/18 


