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Saying Goodbye 

If there was ever a week that exhibited the highs and lows that life can throw at you, for Crescent Rotary Club it was 

April 20 – 27, 2018. On April 20 we had our third annual Boil & Bru fundraiser, which was a great evening of 

fellowship that also helped us raise a significant amount of money for our Foundation, which will in turn provide us 

with the opportunity to help local non-profits fulfill their missions as they serve our community. 

One of our club members who had a great time that night was John Stewart, pictured here on the dance floor with 

Abby Donnelly. John was his usual energetic and fun-loving self that evening, which is why it was so shocking to 

learn the morning of Monday, April 23, of his sudden passing over the weekend. As we gathered for our Club 

meeting that day, the news spread through our membership and the feeling of shock and sadness was palpable. Just a 

few weeks earlier John had shared great news about his daughter during the “Happy Bucks” portion of our meeting, 

so it was hard to believe that the family he cared so much for would have to deal with such a sudden and shocking 

loss. 

John’s funeral was scheduled for 4 p.m. on April 27. Just a week after seeing him dance the night away at our 

Fundraiser, over 25 members of Crescent Rotary gathered as part of a congregation that packed First Baptist Church 

in Kernersville to say goodbye to him and to show their support for his family. It was both heart wrenching, and heart

warming to see so many people recognize the incredible impact that John had on so many people’s lives. 

Rotary was a big part of John’s life. Among other achievements, he was a member of the Paul Harris Society, a 

consistent and frequent volunteer for Crescent’s community service projects, as well as a volunteer for many of the 

thankless tasks that keep the club running. As is our club’s tradition when we lose an active member to death we will 

honor John by having his name engraved on the bell we ring to open and close each meeting, and we’ll present a Paul

Harris Fellow to one of his family members. 

For more about John, please take a moment to read his obituary which can be found in this newsletter. It reflects a 

life well-lived in the service of others, and a man who will be missed by all who knew him. 
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Upcoming  
Programs

5/11          Board Meeting at PTAA 

5/14          Andy Eversole, Banjo Earth 

5/21          Sarah Nielsen, Cervical Cancer 

                 Clinic 

5/28          No Meeting Memorial Day                      

  

Birthdays

Member Anniversaries

Membership stats 
79 members / 57% attend
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Rotary is where neighbors, friends, and problem-solvers share ideas, join leaders, and take action to create lasting change.

3 years              Page Kluttz 

3 years              Randy Doss 

5 years              Troy Thee 

35 years            Wilson Sheldon 

35 years            Alan Strong

5/5             Tommy Webb 

5/6             Chip Cromartie 

5/13           Charlie Finch 

5/18           Ashby Cook 

5/26           Bob Duff 

5/28           Greg Brown

Service Above Self
Auction Items

Figure 8 Island

B & B 
Floyd, VA

Harrah's 
Cherokee

Hilton Head
Island
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Google Calendar
Fri May 11, 2018  
11:30am - 1pm Board Meeting  
Where: 7015 Albert Pick Road Suite D, Greensboro, NC 

Mon May 14, 2018  
6:15pm - 8pm Potter's House  
Where: Greensboro Urban Ministry 305 W Gate City Blvd, Greensboro, NC 

All day Purple Heart Homes Golf Tournament  
Where: Bryan Park Golf Course 6275 Bryan Park Rd, Browns Summit, NC 

Fri May 25, 2018 
All day 2018 District Conference 
Where: Pinehurst Resort 80 Carolina Vista Dr, Pinehurst, NC 

Sat May 26, 2018 
All day 2018 District Conference 
Where: Pinehurst Resort 80 Carolina Vista Dr, Pinehurst, NC 

Sun May 27, 2018 
All day 2018 District Conference 
Where: Pinehurst Resort 80 Carolina Vista Dr, Pinehurst, NC 
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OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS—2017-2018

Kristen Eakes received her second degree black belt in Tae Kwon
Do on April 21. Her achievement is the culmination of over five

years of diligent study and practice, usually four to five times per
week. 

Since Kristen received her first degree black belt in 2016, she has
passed six intermediate tests and the final testing in April. The tests
included self defense, advanced Tae Kwon Do forms, sword forms,

and board breaking. 

Kristen has already started work on her third degree black belt and
hopes to reach that level in 2021. 

Recognition

The Crescent Rotary Foundation recognized 5
New Founders at the April 9th club meeting. Many

thanks to the following members for this
commitment. 

Frank Biggerstaff, Bill Pearson, Patrick Eakes,
Alan Strong and Ras Fenger. Long standing

Founders Ralph Bowden, Sam Hummel and Brian
Sowers were also recognized. 



Foundation News

At its April 23rd meeting, the Crescent Rotary Club Foundation (CRCF) Board of
Directors voted to immediately award a grant of $15,000 to address a critical housing need
in Greensboro as a result of last week's tornado. The grant funds are being sent to the
Community Foundation of Greater Greensboro, which is coordinating the funding for
the Greensboro Housing Coalition, which in turn is spearheading the effort to find
housing for at least 250 families displaced by the storm.   

It's important to understand that these funds are not coming from our recent fundraiser;
rather the board decided to use dollars from our existing funds - within the Foundation's
policies for annual giving - so the money raised by the Boil & Bru will still be available for
projects that are submitted to our Allocations Committee in the coming weeks.  

We would like to thank all of the members of Crescent Rotary Club, whose work over the
years in establishing and building our Foundation, has enabled us to help our community in
its time of need! 

Linda Higgins, President, Crescent Rotary Club Foundation 
Jon Lowder, President, Crescent Rotary Club 

http://www.sistershope.org/Donations.html


Remembering John Stewart

They say that the only two certainties in life are death and taxes. Well, we just wrapped up tax season, now we’re
grieving the death of a good man. 

John Stewart, 62, passed away unexpectedly on April 22, 2018. He’s going to be missed by many, but especially
his wife of 37 years, Cindy Stewart; his two daughters, Carey Stewart and fiancée Scott Blakeman, Washington
DC; and Jacqueline Tomlin and Zack, Raleigh, NC; and his sister, Margaret Teague and Wes, Alexandria, VA.;
and nephew Sam Teague, Arlington, VA. 

John was born May 31, 1955 in Alice, Texas to the late Inez Merryday and Rev. J. Rufus Stewart. He was a
precocious Texas kid who loved to learn and be outdoors. He attended St. Joseph Academy, graduated from
Brownsville High, Class of ’73 and went on to college at Texas A&M, where he obtained a Bachelors Degree in
Wildlife & Fishery in the class of 1977. His schooling days didn’t end at A&M, though. He later received a Masters
Degree in Geology from the University of Missouri. 

He set his sights on a career in geology and achieved his objective. John enjoyed a long and fulfilling career as a
geologist, becoming Chief Geologist for ECS Southeast, LLC. He was an active member of the American Institute
of Professional Geologists and the Geological Society of America. Throughout his life he coupled his passion for
stewarding the environment with hard work and never looked back. 

John cared about his community. Involvement in the life of his neighborhood and town wasn’t something to just
check off on a to-do list – it was a way of life. He was a member of Saint Matthew’s Episcopal Church and served
on the Vestry, including Senior Warden. He served on the YMCA of Greater Winston-Salem, Kernersville Family
Branch board, eventually becoming Chairman of the Board. In 2003, John received the prestigious Strong Award
in recognition for outstanding service to his community. As a passionate soccer coach, referee, and assignor he
served as a mentor for hundreds of youth for many years. John was also an active member of Greensboro’s
Crescent Rotary for 25 years. He believed in the important social and service components of Rotary where he
joined 1.2 million Rotarians in making a difference in this world. He is a Paul Harris Society member, contributing
annually to the Rotary International Foundation.  He will be missed for his effervescent, friendly spirit and his
commitment to service. For 20 years, John served as the pool maintenance manager for Gatewood Playground,
Inc., helping the community usher in and celebrate the summer months. 

Memorial contributions may be made to Sisters HOPE. 
http://www.sistershope.org/Donations.html 

http://www.sistershope.org/Donations.html
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MONDAY 
12:00pm Furnitureland – String & Splinter Club 
*12:30pm Crescent – GSO Regional Realtors 
Assoc. 

TUESDAY 
*7:00am Airport Rotary – Cardinal Country Club 
12:00pm Triad – String & Splinter Club, High Point 
12:15pm Alamance – Ramada Inn, Burlington 
12:15pm Lexington – YMCA 
12:15pm Eden – Meadow Greens Country Club 
*12:30pm Guilford – Weir-Jordan House 
12:30pm Winston-Salem – Benton Convention 
Center 
6:00pm Jamestown – Jamestown United 
Methodist 
*6:30pm So. Guilford New Generation – Taste of 
Thai 

WEDNESDAY 
*7:30am East Greensboro – Bennett College 
12:00pm Kernersville – Dudley Products 
12:00pm Randolph (Asheboro) – AVS Banquet 
Center 
12:05pm Thomasville – Women’s Club 
*12:30pm Greensboro – Coliseum Atrium Room 

THURSDAY 
*7:00am Gate City – O. Henry Hotel 
12:00pm High Point – High Point Country Club 
12:30pm Winston-Salem Stratford – Forsyth CC 
6:30pm Liberty – Reitzel Center 

FRIDAY 
12:00pm Asheboro – AVS Banquet Center 
*12:30pm Summit – Starmount Country Club 
12:30pm WS - Reynolda Club – Winston Room - 
Coliseum 
* RECIPROCITY ON MEALS 
Rotary 

Make Ups

Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR to all 

concerned? 

Will it build GOODWILL 

and BETTER 

FRIENDSHIPS? 

Will it be BENEFICIAL to 

all concerned? 

Four Way Test

Stay Informed 
Called to Order: 11:08 am – Lack of Quorum was Noted 

A. Secretary’s Report 
a. 3/12/2018 Crescent Rotary Club (“Club”) Board Minutes – Reviewed, will be approved at next
meeting. 
b. New Members – none 
c. Resignations – none 
d. Members Requiring Follow-up – none 
e. Rule of 85 – None 
f. Leave of Absence – There was discussion about adding a paragraph to the bylaws clarifying
that members on leave of absence are still responsible for Rotary dues, but not for paying for
meals. 
g. New Member Transfer - None 

B. Treasurer’s Report – Charlie Witzke 
a. Charlie presented the Accounts Receivable aging noting that there was  
$1,170 over 90 days outstanding. Discussed who will follow up on those accounts. 
b. Feb 2018 Financial Statements – Year-To-Date net income is $5,123 which is a $(221)
variance to budget, due to a QuickBooks database repair one-time charge, and 1 additional meal
vs expected. Variance will also improve after April thanks to one less meal than originally
budgeted for the month. 
c. The Board will approve report at next meeting.  
   
C. Business Items –  

a. Membership – Another membership information hour is planned. 

b. Public Relations –  
i. Will print flier for Boil & Bru 
ii. March Newsletter sent last week 

c. Service – Jon mentioned upcoming Community Cupboard project at East Market Street
Seventh Day Adventist Church. Four consecutive Thursday mornings helping distribute food
(4/19, 4/26, 5/3, 5/10). Part of $4,000 grant ($2,000 from CRCF and $2,000 in matching district
grants)  that we worked with Second Harvest Food Bank of NWNC to provide new equipment and
food allocations for the Community Cupboard. 

d. Foundation – Scott Hummel 
i. None 

e. Administration – Jon provided Gold Club status update. Deadline to submit the report to
District Governor Navarro is May 1. It looks like Crescent will qualify for Gold Club this year. 

f. Other Business 
i. District Training Assembly is May 4 at GTCC 
ii. Rotary Youth Exchange – Program coordinator is looking for three families who can host a
student for approximately three months each. 
iii. Fundraiser – Group discussed upcoming Fundraiser and last-minute items that needed to be
covered.  
iv. Strategic Plan – Clifford has written a draft plan based on the feedback from the focus group
that Abby facilitated. 
v. Operation Smile Project Update – Patrick updated the Board on the Operation Smile status
and informed them that based on the delays in construction on the project status they informed
that District that the matching funds should be used for another, more timely project. 

Meeting Adjourned at 12:45 pm.  Next Meeting – 5/11/2018 


