
From the Office of 
the President 
Jon Lowder 

Parting Shot: Change Someone’s Life 

Rotary International, like the state government, functions on a July 1 – June 30 calendar. (By the way, that’s an 

appropriate comparison given the scope and byzantine structure of each). That means my year as president of 

Crescent Rotary is ending in a few weeks, and this will be my last letter to the club as president -- my parting shot, as 

it were. 

I’ve thought a lot about how I wanted to end this year. Should I thank everyone who chipped in to help? Yes, but 

there’s not enough space in one article to do that, so if you attend our June 4 meeting you’ll hear me do it live. 

Should I try to recap the year? Maybe, but again that would take a lot more space than I have. No, I think what I’d 

like to do is this: ask you to do for someone what Patrick Eakes did for me nine years ago. 

Patrick had talked to me about Rotary for years before I ever started working in Greensboro in 2009. It had never 

really seemed like a good time, or fit, but when I started my job here I realized I needed to make some new 

connections and I remembered what Patrick had told me about Rotary.  A couple of months after starting my job I 

contacted him, and he suggested I come to visit Crescent and see how I liked it. The rest, as they say, is history. 

You might be asking how joining Rotary changed my life. The simple answer is that it fundamentally altered how I 

view my career and how I choose to spend my time. The members of this club are an incredible influence and 

resource who teach me things I would never learn on my own. Our guests and speakers are among the brightest 

people around and consistently push me to learn and view the world differently. Our community service projects help 

transform our community and supporting them is one of my favorite things to do. Trying my hand at leading the club 

has been a deeply humbling, highly challenging and very fulfilling endeavor that I can’t help but believe will help me 

improve both professionally and personally. All in all, Rotary has given me an avenue to grow in ways I never could 

have imagined nine years ago. 

So, my parting shot is this: do for someone in your life, whether professionally or personally, what Patrick did for me 

nine years ago. Give them the opportunity to participate in an organization that has impacted all of us so positively. 

Give them the chance to discover for themselves those many benefits the rest of us have enjoyed. All of us will be 

better for it. 
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Upcoming  
Programs

6/4        Jon Lowder's Biggest Happy Buck Ever 

6/11      OPEN 

6/18      No Meeting 

6/25      Peggy Barron-Antolin - Office Evolution   

                                                                

Birthdays

Member Anniversaries

Membership stats 
78 members / 56% attend

People of Action
Rotary is where neighbors, friends, and problem-solvers share ideas, join leaders, and take action to create lasting change.

8 years              Justin Smith 

29 years             Fred Binder 

32 years             Dan Hood 

39 years             John Andrew 

6/11         Doug Stone 

6/20         Ralph Gorrell 

6/24         Barbara Mackay Vinson 

Service Above Self
Auction Items

Figure 8 Island

B & B 
Floyd, VA

Harrah's 
Cherokee

Hilton Head
Island
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Google Calendar

Wednesday, June 6 
5:05 – 7pm 
Wednesday at 5:05 with GSO Area Clubs 
Starmount Country Club 1 Sam Snead Dr, Greensboro, NC  

Monday, June 11 
6:15 – 8pm 
Potter's House 
Greensboro Urban Ministry 305 W Gate City Blvd, Greensboro, NC  

Monday, June 18 
12:30 – 2pm 
Board Meeting 
Nussbaum Center For Entrepreneurship 1451 S Elm Eugene St, Greensboro, NC  

Monday, June 18 
6 – 9pm 
District Officer Installation Banquet 
Starmount Country Club 1 Sam Snead Dr, Greensboro, NC  

Wednesday, June 20 
5:30 – 7pm 
Clifford Thompson President Induction 
TBA 

Saturday, June 23 - Tuesday, June 26 
Rotary International Convention 
Toronto, Canada 
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OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS—2017-2018

Congratulations to Greensboro Day School's Class of
2018 who were accepted at 120 different colleges and
universities! These students will be heading off to
college with a strong foundation to excel at the next
level. We are proud of their many accomplishments. 

Recognition

There isn’t much Jon Lowder wouldn’t do to raise
awareness about summer hunger and
children. Jon is about three weeks into this year’s
challenge. He is walking 367 miles in 68 days. Why
that distance? It’s the equivalent of walking the
perimeter of PTAA’s territory. Contribute to Jon's
virtual walk around the Triad
at http://bit.ly/JonLowderVirtualWalk 

Karen Pollard was honored to be asked to become a CART
(Coins for Alzheimer’s Research Trust) Angel.  She will support
Gary Everhart and travel to various clubs throughout our district to
describe the mission of CART and encourage fundraising efforts
in the various clubs.  She attended CART’s annual board meeting
last month, where they presented $700,000.00 to researchers
nationwide who are making great strides in understanding
Alzheimer’s disease.  CART’s goal for next year is to raise
$1,000,000.00!  

https://secure.qgiv.com/event/team/818079/donate/
https://secure.qgiv.com/event/team/818079/donate/


Other Pertinent Stuff

The Purple Heart Homes Golf Tournament had 144
golfers, many from out of town who participated in the
4th year of the event. PHH netted over $70k and all
had big fun and dodged the storms that were all
around. The event was dedicated to the memory of
Dale Beatty, one of the cofounders, who died in
February from an embolism at age 39. PHH's biggest
challenge continues to be finding qualified vets who
are deserving of support.

Abby Donnelly was invited by John Leonetti, a nationally
recognized leader in the Exit Planning Field and the owner of
Boston-based Pinnacle Equity Solutions, to deliver a
program on ‘Mental Readiness’ for owners preparing to exit
their business. This program is a part of Pinnacle Equity
Solution’s Business Exit Consultant Certification program
and Abby’s book, Straight Talk About Planning Your
Succession, was incorporated into the curriculum and was
required reading for the certification exam. 
  
John Leonetti has been interviewed on ABC News Now,
numerous national radio programs, and the WSJ. John is the
author of the highly publicized book “Exiting Your Business,
Protecting Your Wealth: A Strategic Guide for Owners and
their Advisors”.  John’s book has been the hot topic for many
national industry and business owner publications. 



District Conference

Gold Club

Rotary International 
Service Above Self Award

PDG Patrick Eakes

Crescent Rotary Club
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The Crescent Community
www.crescentrotary.org 



MONDAY 
12:00pm Furnitureland – String & Splinter Club 
*12:30pm Crescent – GSO Regional Realtors 
Assoc. 

TUESDAY 
*7:00am Airport Rotary – Cardinal Country Club 
12:15pm Alamance – Ramada Inn, Burlington 
12:15pm Lexington – YMCA 
12:15pm Eden – Meadow Greens Country Club 
*12:30pm Guilford – Weir-Jordan House 
12:30pm Winston-Salem – Benton Convention 
Center 
6:00pm Jamestown – Jamestown Town Hall 
*6:30pm So. Guilford New Generation – Taste of 
Thai 

WEDNESDAY 
*7:30am East Greensboro – Bennett College 
12:00pm Kernersville – First Christian Church 
12:00pm Randolph (Asheboro) – AVS Banquet 
Center 
12:05pm Thomasville – Women’s Club 
*12:30pm Greensboro – Greensboro Coliseum - 
The Terrace  

THURSDAY 
*7:00am Gate City – O. Henry Hotel 
12:00pm High Point – High Point Country Club 
12:30pm Winston-Salem Stratford – Forsyth CC 
6:30pm Liberty – Reitzel Center 

FRIDAY 
12:00pm Asheboro – AVS Banquet Center 
*12:30pm Summit – Starmount Country Club 
12:30pm WS - Reynolda Club – Forsyth CC 
* RECIPROCITY ON MEALS 

Make Ups

Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR to all 

concerned? 

Will it build GOODWILL 

and BETTER 

FRIENDSHIPS? 

Will it be BENEFICIAL to 

all concerned? 

Four Way Test

Stay Informed 
Called to Order: 11:34 AM on 5/11/2018 

A. Secretary’s Report – Mark Witte 
a. 3/12/2018 & 4/13/2018 Crescent Rotary Club (“Club”) Board Minutes - Approved 
b. Resignations – Stan Atwell, Paula Wells 
c. Members Requiring Follow-up – none 
d. Rule of 85 – Don Caine 
e. Leave of Absence – Abby Donnelly 
f. New Member Transfer - none 

B. Treasurer’s Report – Charlie Witzke 
a. Charlie presented the Accounts Receivable Aging Summary noting that there was $500 over 90
days outstanding.  Invoices have been sent to those with an outstanding balance. 
b. YTD Mar 2018 Income Statement shows a net income of $2,507, which is $365 favorable to
budget, due to lower meal costs (31 budgeted meals, vs 29 actual meals) 
c. Charlie presented a draft of 2018-2019 budget, showing a balanced budget of revenue and
expenses. It was pointed out that the President’s Int’l Convention was under-budgeted by an
estimated $2,000 (due to convention being held in Germany). To rectify the deficit, it was agreed
that 38 meals (vs an originally budgeted-for 40) would be estimated for meal costs. The 2 “lost”
meals would be converted to service projects, with no associated meal or rent cost. After
reworking the budget, Charlie estimated that the Club would run a ($470) deficit for the year. 
d. The Club’s 2017 tax return has been filed  
e. The Board approved the Treasurer’s report.  
   
C. Business Items –  

a. Membership – Clifford, Pat 
i. Club has added 10 new member, and lost 10 members, making the Club breakeven for the
year, which is exactly in-line with national averages 
ii. Discover Crescent event tentatively being planned for June 

b. Public Relations – Lisa 
i. Newsletter sent out day prior 

c. Service – Sharon 
i. Potters House scheduled for 5/14 

d. Foundation – Scott Hummel 
i. $100 per member donation has been made to the Rotary Foundation 
ii. $15,000 gift made to Community Foundation of Greensboro, with 70 households being housed
so far with gift 

e. Administration - none 

f. Other Business 

i. Clifford’s induction 6/20, with possible evening meeting so that his family can attend 
ii. Ashby Cook’s 2018-2019 board seat will need to be filled at July Board meeting 
iii. Tribute dinner for Margaret Padgett, District Administrative Secretary, 6/7, 6:00 at Sedgefield
CC 
iv. Fundraiser 
1. Due to Heather Bowers Cross negotiations with Boil & Bru caterer, our fee was lowered,
producing an additional $4,000 proceeds for community service grants 
v. It was recommended by the Board that the Club bylaws be amended to document our or
practice that members granted leave-of-absence continue to be responsible for the timely
payment of their dues (but not meals). This will be voted on by membership in a timely manner 

Meeting Adjourned at 12:20 pm.  Next Meeting – 6/18 at Nussbaum Center 


