
From the Office of the
President 

Clifford Thompson 

Be the Inspiration 

 

It has been a whirlwind of a first month with Crescent Rotary and I want to thank all of you. There is a 

notable increase in the energy and excitement at our weekly meetings.   
 

We have already approved one new member Shawn Straub!! Shawn is a principal at Alt HR Partners, is 

a member of the American Business Woman’s Association, Society for Human Resource Management, 

the Chamber of Commerce and the Human Resource Management Association of Greensboro. Shawn 

was brought to Crescent by one of our newest members Karen Pollard. Please make sure to introduce 

yourselves to Shawn at our next meeting. 

 

For those of you who have not had a chance to chat with Karen, you need to.   In the last few months 

Karen has gotten so involved in the club and really made an impact in many areas. Thank you Karen! 

 

On a more somber note we lost long time Crescent Rotarian Howell DeBerry. Over 20 Crescent 

members attend the service for Howell. Our very own Ashby Cook gave a moving eulogy. Howell was 

the essence of what all Crescent Rotarians should strive to be.  He will be missed by many.   
 

Tommy Webb, Mitzi Ellis and the Programs committee are bringing in some wonderful speakers. Please 

check the club calendar at www.crescentrotary.org and make sure to bring your friends. 

 

Finally we are having our first “Family of Rotary” Event on September 29th at Kersey Valley. Keep an 

eye out for signup sheets and let me know if you have any questions. 
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People of Action
Rotary is where neighbors, friends, and problem-solvers share ideas, join leaders, and take action to create lasting change.



Upcoming  
Programs

8/13      Alex Floate – Futurist - “Developing Strategic Foresight”  

8/20      Wes Miller, UNCG Basketball Coach 

8/27      11:00 am - Board Meeting - GRRA 

             12:30 pm - District Governor, Claudia Cannady 

9/3        No Meeting - Labor Day 

9/10.     Peter Gwaltney, CEO, NC Bankers Association                              

Birthdays

Member Anniversaries

Membership stats 
78 members / 56% attend

People of Action
Rotary is where neighbors, friends, and problem-solvers share ideas, join leaders, and take action to create lasting change.

9 years          John Nicolson 

9 years          Jon Lowder 

7 years          Lisa Hazlett 

1 year            Chris Genheimer

8/1      George Platt 

8/4      Page Kluttz 

8/8      Michael Carter 

8/11    Mark Whitehouse 

8/12.   Bill Pearson 

8/16    Patrick Eakes 

8/17    Lisa Hazlett 

8/17    Barry Utesch 

8/21    Scott Slabbekorn 

8/25    Mike Cammack

Service Above Self



Howell "Dee" DeBerry
Howell “Dee” DeBerry III died on Tuesday July
24, 2018 at the Blumenthal Nursing and Rehab
Center. Funeral services will be held at 2:00 p.m.
Friday July 27, 2018 at Centenary United
Methodist Church with the Reverend Kelly Groce
officiating. Interment will follow in Westminster
Gardens Cemetery. Dee was born in Rocky
Mount, NC the son of Blanche and Howell
DeBerry, Jr. 

He moved to Raleigh at an early age and graduated from Needham B. Broughton High
School. He attended one semester at UNC-Chapel Hill prior to joining the U.S. Air Force
for four years during the Korean War. His time was spent in the First Guided Program at
Cape Canaveral, Florida and the British West Indies Island of Wayaguana. Following his
time in service he reentered and graduated from the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill with a BS Degree in Geology. Following graduation, Dee joined Pilot Life
Insurance Company (now Lincoln National) and spent 34 years with them in sales
management until his early retirement in June 1993. Dee loved to travel all over the
world. He visited 68 countries on six continents with Mary, his wife of 60 years, as well
as friends and family. Dee was a member of the Centenary Church Council. He was a
48 year “Life Member”, enthusiastic supporter and former member of the UNC
Educational Foundation at Chapel Hill. He was on the committee with Skipper Bowles to
raise money to build the Dean Dome. Over the years he encouraged many people to join
the Educational Foundation. Dee was a 39 year member and a Paul Harris Fellow of the
Crescent Rotary Club. He is predeceased by his wife, Mary Fuller DeBerry, who
graduated high school with him. His surviving children are, Elizabeth Rymer and her
husband Jack of Greensboro, Shannon McMillan and her husband Greg of Oak Ridge,
Sandra Wilson and her husband Michael of Greensboro; his two granddaughters, Becky
Rymer and Alexis Wilson of Greensboro. Dee was preceded in death by his brother,
Fred DeBerry. The family will receive friends at the Hanes-Lineberry Funeral Home
North Elm Chapel on Thursday from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Memorials may be made in Dee’s
memory to Hospice and Palliative Care of Greensboro. The family would like to thank
the people at Brighton Gardens and Blumenthal’s for the wonderful care and kindness
shown to our father.
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Family of Rotary-Last Chance
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Membership Chair—Patrick Eakes 
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OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS—2017-2018

Wednesday @ 5:05

For several years now, Gate City Rotary Club has had impromptu, unofficial meetings at local establishments
one afternoon each week.  They are expanding these meetings to include all clubs in Areas 5 & 11. 
 
The purpose of these gatherings being to foster better friendships, understanding and the development of
acquaintance as an opportunity for service.  They also help boost the Rotarian ideal of improved club
attendance by providing the ingredients of which makeups are made.  Many a great Rotarian project has been
hashed out or improved at one of these unofficial meetings. 
 
If you agree, please join us for a little fellowship, a makeup opportunity and maybe a beverage or two about
5:05 PM, Wednesdays. 

CHECK  OUT  OUR  FACEBOOK  PAGE  

@WEDNESDAYAT505

h h



Chips for Children

The Piedmont Triad Apartment Association (PTAA) wrapped up its
annual Summer Food Drive, which this year ran from May 1 to July 31.
PTAA's members collected enough food and money for Second
Harvest Food Bank of NWNC to provide over 300,000 meals to the
food insecure in our community.

Abby Donnelly was interviewed
recently by Janet Bodnar, Editor-At-
Large for Kiplinger’s Personal
Finance Magazine for her article about
Rethinking Retirement: Get In On a
Stellar Second Act. You can read the
online version at
http://bit.ly/Abby2ndAct. Abby is
particularly excited about this because
she’s been an avid reader of the
magazine for 30 years! 



Significance of Rotary Meeting Opening
Let’s focus on the significance of the opening ceremony of our Rotary meetings.  To me, it 

seems to acknowledge something of an organizational chart.  It is more than just a routine 

formality to be checked off the agenda. 

 

It starts with the Universe. This umbrella exists for all, and it covers us not by any conduct or 

election of our choosing.  We acknowledge appreciation for this by giving thanks and asking 

guidance from the God of all humankind without regard to any particular faith or 

denomination, truly ecumenical.   

 

Next comes our nation.  We pledge allegiance to our country and its foundational principles of 

freedom from tyranny and independence from despotic rule.  It is our good fortune to be in the 

United States of America.  Those of us born here should not take it for granted.  We see others 

wanting to be here, so we know others desire that same freedom. 

 

Then comes the Rotary organization to which we voluntarily belong for fellowship and an 

organized means of providing service to others.  The movement is international, bringing the 

concept back to our having a fitting place in the Universe. 

 

So, with that as a prelude, let us pray: 

 

God of the universe: 

 

• Thank you for all that we enjoy in this marvelous world in nature, in family, and in friends. 

 

• Thank you for the freedom that we enjoy in this country.  Guide us to be responsible in its 

enjoyment. 

 

• Thank you for the fellowship we enjoy in Rotary, sharing our principles of service to others 

throughout the world. 

 

• Bless the food that we eat.  May it nourish us through the day. 

 

Amen 



RI

The Crescent Community
www.crescentrotary.org 
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Chips for Children



 

 

MONDAY 

12:00pm Furnitureland – String & Splinter Club 

*12:30pm Crescent – GSO Regional Realtors 

Assoc. 

 

TUESDAY 

*7:00am Airport Rotary – Cardinal Country Club 

12:15pm Alamance – Ramada Inn, Burlington 

12:15pm Lexington – YMCA 

12:15pm Eden – Meadow Greens Country Club 

*12:30pm Guilford – Weir-Jordan House 

12:30pm Winston-Salem – Benton Convention 

Center 

6:00pm Jamestown – Jamestown Town Hall 

*6:30pm So. Guilford New Generation – Taste of 

Thai 

 

WEDNESDAY 

*7:30am East Greensboro – Bennett College 

12:00pm Kernersville – First Christian Church 

12:00pm Randolph (Asheboro) – AVS Banquet 

Center 

12:05pm Thomasville – Women’s Club 

*12:30pm Greensboro – Greensboro Coliseum - 

The Terrace  

 

THURSDAY 

*7:00am Gate City – O. Henry Hotel 

12:00pm High Point – High Point Country Club 

12:30pm Winston-Salem Stratford – Forsyth CC 

6:30pm Liberty – Reitzel Center 

 

FRIDAY 

12:00pm Asheboro – AVS Banquet Center 

*12:30pm Summit – Starmount Country Club 

12:30pm WS - Reynolda Club – Forsyth CC 

* RECIPROCITY ON MEALS 

Make Ups

Is it the TRUTH? 

 

Is it FAIR to all 

concerned? 

 

Will it build GOODWILL 

and BETTER 

FRIENDSHIPS? 

 

Will it be BENEFICIAL to 

all concerned? 

 

Four Way Test

Stay Informed 
Called to Order: 12:08 PM 
Additional Members Attending:  Dan O’Shea, Dupont Kirven, Karen Pollard, Daniel Hood 
 
A. Secretary’s Report – Mark Witte 
a. 5/11/2018 Crescent Rotary Club (“Club”) Board Minutes - Approved 
b. New Members – none 
c. Resignations – Pat Lanier, approved by Board 
d. Members Requiring Follow-up – none 
e. Rule of 85 – none 
f. Leave of Absence – none 
g. New Member Transfer - none 
 
B. Treasurer’s Report – Charlie Witzke 
a. Charlie presented the Accounts Receivable aging noting that there are currently  
3 members with >90 day balances, totaling $1235. Invoices have been sent to all. Charlie is planning to
follow-up on these balances, if not paid in a timely manner. 
b. May 31, 2018 Balance Sheet shows total assets $65,330.39, and total liabilities $500 
c. YTD May 2018 Income Statement shows net income $11,928, which is $7,605 favorable to budget.
GRRA is 14 meetings behind in billing, which when paid will cause a $1,545 decrease in net income. 
d. Charlie presented the Club 2018-2019 Budget, which shows projected revenues of $72,061, and total
expenses of $72,061, reflecting a balanced budget for the next Club year 
e. The Board approved the Treasurer’s report  
f. The Board approved the proposed 2018-2019 budget 
   
C. Business Items –  
 
a. Membership – none 
 
b. Public Relations – Lisa 
i. “Wednesdays at 5:05”, a weekly social event organized jointly by various are clubs, have begun. They
have been received very well, with 20-35 area Rotarians attending weeekly 
 
c. Service – Sharon 
i. Last Potter’s House of the year has been completed, with good turnout 
 
d. Foundation – Scott Hummel 
i. Allocations committee has received 46 surveys, completed by membership during a recent club
meeting. Data is being compiled, so that committee can make recommendations to the Foundation
Board. Boil and Bru fundraiser raised over $27,000, with 1/3 of the proceeds available for grant requests 
ii. $5,010 raised during recent silent auction 
 
e. Administration 
i. Club will attain “Gold Club” status, as well as receive the “Presidential Citation, for 2017-2018 year 
 
f. Other Business 
i. Incoming Club president Clifford Thompson introduced upcoming year initiatives 
1. Tommy Webb & Mitzi Ellis will lead a Programs Committee, to further strengthen club programs 
2. Karen Pollard & Corinne Auman are planning 2 family events 
3. Daniel Hood and Greg Brown (along with all of membership), will lead efforts to drive membership
growth 
 
ii. Clifford’s induction will be held this coming Wednesday, 6/20, at Sedgefield CC, in place of a weekly
meeting 
1. Current quote from Sedgefield shows estimated costs of $1460, which is roughly $500 above what is
spent on weekly club meetings. The Board approved a total budget of $2000 for the induction, in the
event that attendance will be greater than expected 
 
iii. Change of Club meeting location 
1. Board continues to explore new Painted Plate location as possible meeting space. Mike Cooke to
clarify possible lease language, so that Board can make a more informed decision on possible next
steps 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 1:21 PM.  Next Meeting – TBD 


